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Construction Management 
 

Concern Concern Narrative Solution 

Public Safety Clean sidewalks; dumpster 
blocking sight lines; blocking 
safe passage on roads due to 
dumpsters and construction 
vehicles; emergency 
management 

Limit the amount of space 
allowed per construction site for 
dumpsters and vehicles; 
contractor training and 
certification; 

Clean Work Site garbage  

Better Enforcement of Existing 
Rules 

 Fines for people who break the 
rules; contractor training and 
certification; don’t issue permits 
to repeat offenders; reward good 
behavior with discounts 

Size/disparity of buildings  KNA recognize good builders 

The End Game   

Building Inspections Compliance Increase cost of building permits; 
more efficient inspections 
program (better coordination 
with all inspectors and 
departments); hire more 
inspectors/better inspection 
process 

Responsible Party if Issues Who to call/complain Build response procedure so 
people know what to do; 
acknowledge receipt of complaint 
and require follow-up 

Compliance  City coordinate to enforce 
compliance and communication 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Best Ways of Improving the Housing Stock in Kenny 
 

Concern Concern Narrative Solution 

Affordability  Limit the existing property tax 
base to a certain percentage per 
year increase 

Section 8 Housing Concern about “city owned” 
property  

 

Less green space Lose green space and animal 
habitat 

Install community gardens 

Renters vs. Owners Concern about renters and 
absentee landlord 

Mandatory education for rental 
property owners; “mentor” how 
to be a good neighbor program 

Power Lines vs. Trees  Bury power lines 

Kid Spaces Need kid friendly back yards  

Pricing Disparity Micro economic impact of old 
home vs. new construction 

Get new construction estimate 
from developer, but then limit to 
the comps in the area (don’t drive 
up prices) 

Fixed Income Can’t keep up property  

Maintain Neighborhood Fabric Consistent proportion, size 
and volume 

Quality, quantity, budget 

Contractor Incentives  To invest in the neighborhood 

Upkeep of Property What to do with people who 
don’t keep up their lawn and 
home 

 

Architectural Consideration consistency  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Business/Non-Residential Construction 
 

Concern Concern Narrative Solution 

Density Need more multi-family/ 
mixed use options 

Zoning for more multi-family 
housing/ mixed use 

Pedestrian friendly Avoid unattractive 
components of current and 
future auto uses; but 
recognize value 

Stronger zoning codes and 
setbacks to ensure safety; design 
review 

Parking/Zoning Requirements Encourage public 
transportation options; 
provide below ground parking 

Don’t require too much parking 
(only adequate amount); shared 
parking facilities; consider parking 
ramps; legislate new construction 
required to include adequate 
below ground parking 

Need to develop along 
Lyndale/121 

Proximity to single family 
residential/ influx of non-
residents 

Create opportunities to develop 
121, create separate areas/zones 

Not Enough Commercial 
Construction Going On 

Look for opportunities for 
growth and amenities 

Developer incentives; encourage 
development via zoning 

Setbacks To allow room for plowing and 
attractive pedestrian use 

Code to require adequate 
setbacks to allow for pedestrian 
safety/friendliness, snow removal 
and storage 

Mult-Level Construction Consider more mixed use Require adequate parking; zoning 
to ensure multi-story 
construction is fully utilized 

Difficulty with Parking Along Lyndale between creek 
and 55th 

Shared parking, parking ramps, 
below grade parking, move 
parking off Lyndale 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Density and Infrastructure 
 

Concern Concern Narrative Solution 

Internet Access Need a city-wide fiber optic 
network 

Consider having internet access 
be a public utility; encourage 
private/public partnership for 
developing a fiber network 

Increase Density Need to grow density and 
better transit options along 
Lyndale/121 

Ask the city to actively lead an 
effort to obtain rights to 121; 
recruit developers with a vision in 
mind to drive more business and 
more density along the 121 
corridor 

Condition of Existing Streets 54th St. is already in bad shape The city needs to identify funding 
to reconstruct 54th St. 

Don’t Decrease Density Some developers are combing 
two smaller lots into one 
larger lot and only putting up 
one home 

Identify a maximum lot size for 
new construction; focus on 
avoiding land use activities that 
decrease density 

No real Gifted Program in MPS  Losing families to the suburbs 
who have better programming 

Work with MPS to establish a 
true Gifted and Talented 
Program; we want to 
attract/retain families in the 
neighborhood by providing gifted 
and talented programs that 
compete with suburban schools 

Need a Dog Park  KNA should take leadership  in 
identifying potential dog park 
locations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



New Construction Home Size 
 

Concern Concern Narrative Solution 

Footprint: ratio of foundation size 
to lot size 

too big for the lot Have well defined ordinances 
that builders and architects can’t 
“sneak around”; close existing 
loopholes 

Height of building as compared to 
surrounding homes 

too tall Create an absolute height limit 
that restricts ability to raise lot 
grade or build extra-high 
foundations; create conservation 
zone limiting height to 2 stories; 

Volume of new house too large for the rest of the 
neighborhood 

Foundation size needs to stay 
with a certain percentage of the 
pre-build home that occupied the 
lot; not to be more than 10% 
bigger or higher than adjacent 
property; create footprint-to-
height ratio restrictions (i.e. 
wider must be shorter, taller 
must be narrower) 

Vehicle space per new house size With larger houses, what 
happens to street parking and 
impact on neighborhood 

No specific solution, raised as a 
general concern for design 
impact 

General design and processes to 
enforce 

Others have done this, let’s 
not reinvent the wheel if we 
do not have to do so 

Look to Edina and other 
communities for best practices 

Variances Permits should stick to the 
existing rules 

Restrict large home variances 

Sunlight and Air Can’t block or impede 
neighbor’s right to sun, views 
or airflow 

Need to legislate 

Style/Architectural Mishmash Need to fit “feel” of the 
neighborhood 

Style needs to blend with current 
homes; should be pleasing to the 
eye and not look out of place 

Neighborhood specific zoning  Regulations on all size (height, 
volume, lot usage) put into place 
per neighborhood visual, not a 
general rule for the entire city;  
Look at conservation 
districts/areas as an option to 
alleviate sweeping changes to 
Kenny or other neighborhoods 

 



Property Values and Affordability 
 

Concern Concern Narrative Solution 

Affordable Home Ownership Want people to be able to 
afford to get into the 
neighborhood and buy an 
actual home, not just rent. 

Neighborhood loan programs 

Want to know your neighbors Ownership decreases the 
transient nature of rentals.  
Creating long term 
relationships w/neighbors 
further boosts intrinsic value. 

Create volunteerism network 

Tax Increase Impact Can’t afford taxes; unintended 
consequences 

Long term ownership given tax 
credit/rebate (tax code reform); 
limit tax increase for homes that 
haven’t made improvements 

General Impact Need diverse housing stock; 
flip vs. longevity investments;  

Formulate neighborhood profile: 
“This is who we are” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Environment 
 

Concern Concern Narrative Solution 

Run-off Polluted water; less green 
space leads to increased run-
off into Grass Lake; chemicals 

Provide more opportunities for 
rain gardens to manage run-off; 
penalties for not raking leaves 
(similar to snow removal) 
because these leaves create more 
run-off into the storm sewers; 
require permeable surfaces; 
reward for rain gardens and 
permeable surfaces 

Loss of shade/light on neighboring 
homes 

Shadows, loss of sunshine, 
loss of light on gardens 

Consider “right to light” 
restrictions; incentives for 
increased green space 

Green Space/Small yards Minimal grass for run-off 
absorption; no place for 
children to play; animal 
habitat destruction 

Require a certain percentage or 
ratio of green space in relation to 
size of house (footprint); 
incentives for green landscaping 

Energy Efficiency Removal of mature trees 
decreases air quality and 
energy efficiency of all nearby 
homes; size of homes affect 
sunlight and airflow, which 
affects energy efficiency 

Require tree replacement for 
removals and insist on diversity 
of species and size; measure the 
impact of reduced airflow on 
neighboring homes 

Boulevards Trees too big; ash; overgrown 
boulevards create safety 
concern 

Keep boulevard plantings down 
to a size that is safe height and 
distance from curb; incentivize 
alternative landscaping options- 
especially under power lines; 
have the city and the power 
company work together- mixed 
messages to homeowners about 
trees-Xcel says to plant short 
trees and the city plants tall ones 
that eventually get drastically 
trimmed 

Organics Recycling Need city-wide organics 
composting 

KNA do it- don’t wait for the city; 
find a centralized composting 
site; provide incentives to 
residents who do compost 

Noise pollution Car culture  

Grass Lake Preservation Keep existing open land 
around Grass Lake 

 

  Education is key to understanding 
how to be more green and where 
to find the resources 

 


